Characteristics, evaluation, and complications of prosthetic valves and valvular repair.
The availability of prosthetic heart valves and advances in techniques for their installation have drastically changed the outcome of valvular heart disease. Problems remain, however, in the assessment of prosthetic valve function, durability of prosthetic valves, preservation of left ventricular performance, and the treatment of complications of prosthetic dysfunction. Recent reports have addressed these issues.